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Romans VIII. 6. 


For, to be carnally minded is Death ; but 


to be ſpiritually manded s Life and 


Peace, | | 


tion of Mankind into thoſe who are 

carnally and ſpiritually minded ; which 

Diſtin&tion 1s ſo Large and Compre- 
henſive, as to take in all forts and conditi- 
ons of Men ; and of ſo great Moment and 
Importance, that their Life or Death, Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery depend upon it. But, confi- 
dering the Mixture of Good and Evil in 
Mankind, it is not an caſte matter to ſet the 
Bounds of the carnal and ſpiritual Mind 
and conſidering the frequent Impunity and 


| theſe Words 1s imply 'd a Diſtribu- 


Security of bad Men, and the Fears and 


Troubles, which the beſt are not exempted 
from, it ſeems next to impoſſible to make 
out (at leaſt as to this Lite) that zo be carnally 
minded is Death, but to be ſpiritually minded 
z5 Life and Peace. Yet, our Apoftle - doth 
not ſeem to- confine the Conſequences here 


B 2 _ men- - 
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mention'd to another World, ( although the 


_ full Accompliſhment of chem be only there 


Rom. 5. 14 


I9, 20, 


ro be expected;) but it we attend to his Scope 
and Dcſign in the cnd of the foregoing Chap- 
ccr,. and the Beginning of this, we ſhall find 
that even in this Life the Reſult of a carnal 
Mind is a fort of Spiritual Death; and of a 
Spiritual Mind is Life and Peace : For, when 
S. Paul in the 7th Chapter had Repreſented 


. himſelf as Carnal and fold under Siz, although 


there were great Strugglings between the 
Convictions of his Conſcience, and the 


Strength of Carnal Inclinations ; yet, as long 


as the latter prevailed. ſo that he could not do 


the things that his Mind and Reaſon told him 
he ought to do; but did thiſe things which: 


he was conyinced he ought not to have done : 


The more he Reflected upon himſelf, the 


more Sad and Miſerable he found his Con- 


dition to be, as appears by that Emphatical 


7. 24. 


25. 


be to God who hath "_- us the Vidory through. 


Expreſſion which follow'd upon 1t, 0 wretch- 
ed. man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 
the Body of this Death ? Bur he no ſooner 
fnds hopes of Delivery and Eſcape out of 
that Eſtate, but he breaks forth into a Tran- 
ſport of Joy and inward Satisfaction. 7 hanks 


Jeſus 
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Zeſus Chriſt our Lord. Not meerly a Vidory 
over Death, but over Sin tuo : And fo he 
begins this Chapter after a triumphant man- 
ner; There is therefore no Condemnation to: 
them which are in Chriſt Jeſus ; who walk not 
after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. For the: 
Lord of the Spirit of Life which was in Chriſt 
Teſus bath made me free from the Law of Sin 
and Death : He that groaned. under his Cap- 
tivity before to the Law of Sin, doth now re- 
Joyce in his Deliverance from it by the Grace: 
of the Goſpel. For, what could not be 
done by Natural Freedom, by the Power of 
the Law and the Force of Reaſon, is brought 


to paſs by the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace gi- 


ven to the Souls of Men by Feſus Chriſt. 


For what the Law could not do in that it was 


weak through the Fleſh: What was that which: 


the Law could not do? It could Awaken, 
Convince, Terrihe and Confound the Con- 
ſciences of Sinners under the Senſe and Ap- 
prehenſion of their Sins; but 1t could ner- 
ther Sarisfie the Juſtice of God, nor the Minds 
of Men: it could not Remove the Guulr, 


Nor take away the Force and Power of Sin. 
But God ſending his own Son in the likgneſs of 
finfull Fleſh, and for ſin condemned ſin in the 

| Y | Fleſh 4 
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Fleſh ; 1. e.. Feſus Chrift becoming an Expia- 
tory Sacrifice for Sin, took off the damning 
Power of Sin ; and by the prevailing Efhca- 
cy of his Grace ſubdued the Strength and 
Force of it to ſuch a degree, That the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk, not after the Fleſh but after the Spirit, 
How could this be, if S. Paul {till conſidered 
himſelf in the ſame Condition he did in the 
foregoing Chapter 2 For if he were ſtill 7 
Captivity to the Law of Sin in his Members , 
how was 1t poſſible that the Righteouſneſs of 


the Law ſhould be fulfilled in him ? How 


could he walk not after the Fleſh but after the 


 Opartt , if the Good which he would he did not, 
and the Evil which he would not that he did? 


For theſe things are ſo repugnant to each 0- 
ther, that when they are ſpoken of the ſame 
Perſon, it muſt be under different Conſidera- 
tions ; the one of him, as meerly under zhe 
Power of the Law ; the other, as under the 
Grace and Influence of the Goſpel. The one 
was like Rough and a Churliſh fort of Phylick, 


which ſearches into every Part, and puts all the 


11] Humours. of the Body into Motion, and 
makes a general Diſturbance and Uncaſineſs 
within, but yer lets them remain where they 
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were ; the other is like a gentle but more 


Effectual Remedy , which carries off the 
Strength and Power of inward Corruptions, 


and alters the Habit and Temper, and puts. 


quite another Diſpoſition into us, which pro- 
duces very different Effe&ts upon us. For, 


inſtead of Horrour and Deſpair, and inward 
Anguih and Confuſion, there will follow a . 
New Life of Joy and Peace here, and Eternal 


Happineſs hereafter. 


And this 1s what the Apoſtle means in the | 


Words of the Text ; To be cargally mind- 
ed, &c. Wherein are two things , which 
very much deſerve our Conſideration. | 
I. The different Tempers of Mens Minds ; 
ſome are Carnally and othersSpiritually minded: 
II The different Conſequences which fol- 
low them : To be carnally minded is Death ; 
but to be ſpiritually minded is Life and Peace. 


I. The different Tempers of Mens Minds. 
The different Denominations are taken from 
the Fleſh and the Spirit ; which are here re- 
preſented as two Principles ſo different from 
cach other, that the ſame Perſon cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be acted by both of them. For, 
as the Apoſtle ſarth in the foregoing Words, 


They .. 
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Ver. 5. 


They that are after the Fleſh do mind the things © 
of the Fleſh; but they that are after the Spirit | 
the things of the Spirit, Where the Fleſh, in 
a Moral Senſe, takes in all our Senſual Incli- 
nations which arcSinfull either in their Nature 
or Degree. The Spirit is that Divine Principle, 
which poſſeſſes the Mind with the Love and 
Eſtcem of Spiritual things, and keeps our Na- 
tural Inclinations within the. Compals- of 
God's Law- To be carnally minded, is to be 
under the Influence of Carnal things, ſo as to 
make the Purſuit of them our Chict Deſign: 
To be ſpiritually minded is to have ſo deep and 
juſt a Senſe of God and his Law upon our 
Minds, as to make it our buſineſs to Pleaſe 
him, and therefore to Subdue all ſuch Incli- 
nations which are repugnant to his W1ll. 
But here lics the main Diftculty ; how to 


Judgeconcerning this matter ſo, as to be able 


to Determine whether we our ſelyes be car- 
nally or ſpiritually minded, Which 1isa thing - | 
of ſo great Conſequence for us to know, that * 
the Peace of our Minds , the true Comfort ' 
of our Lives, our due 7'reparation for Dearth, 
and a Happy Eternity, do all depend upon it. 
And yet that this 1s a real Difficulty will ap- 
pear from theſe Conſiderations. | 

(1.) Ic 
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(1.) It requires a greater Knowledge of 


our Selyes (as to our Spiritual Condition) than 
moſt Perſons in the World can pretend to. 
For 1t 15 not a ſlight and ſuperficial View of 
our Selvyes, not a tranſient, ſudden Reflecti- 
on, nor a partial Inquiry into our inward 


Paſſions, and the Courſe of our Actions , 


which can make us capable of paſling a true 


Judgment upon the Temper of our Minds ; 


but there mult be a true Light, a ſerious and 
diligent Search, frequent Recollection, free 
and deliberate Thoughts, long O-ſervation 
and due Compariſon of our Sclves with our 
Selves and with the Law of God, before we 
can form a juſt Opinion as to the prevailing 
Temper and Diſpoſition of our Minds. . 


It's true, this 1s not neceſlary in all Per- 


ſons; for ſome ( and | am afraid too many) 
are ſo carnally minded, that the leaſt Reflecti- 
on or Conſideration would make them ſee 
how bad their condition 1s. For, they have 
no true Senſe of God or Religion ar all ; 
they have no ſerious thoughts or apprehen- 


| flons of Divine and Spiritual Things ; this 


World they pretend to know ſomething of, 
and have too great an Eſteem of the Vani- 
tics and Pleaſures of it; for theſe wholly take 

C | | up 
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up their Hearts and Time ; and they have a 
favour and reliſh for any thing that tends to 
their Greatneſs or Honour or Entertainment 
of their Appetites or Fancics here ; but if we 
ſpeak to them of another World, of God 
and Heaven and a Spiritual Diſpoſition of 
Soul ; either they look on us with Amaze- 
ment, as if. they were Inſenſible of ſuch 
things ; or elfe with Scorn and Contempt, 
as if we went about to Dc<ceive them. Alas! 
They are too Wiſe to be impoſed upon by 
as ; and they have other things to mind (I 
am ſure not greater or weightier ) which 
take up all their Time; and ſo what through 
the Buſineſs -and the Impertinencies of 'this 
World, their Time paſſeth away as a Tale that 
z5 told ; and as though it were a very plea- 
ſant Tale , . they are troubled only to think 
.1t will be ſo ſoon at an. End. But theſe are 
not the Perſons, who require any ſuch Care 
to: paſs a right Judgment upon them ; for 
they can. pretend to nothing that is Spiri- 
tual, as to the Tempers and Diſpolitions of 
their Minds; and therefore ſuch as theſe 
mult be ſet aſide, for it 15 too apparent that 
they arc only fenſual and carnally minded. 


But 
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But as the Papifts diſtinguiſh of 'the Body 


of Chriſt, ſo may we of the Carnal Mind ; 

there is a groſs and Capernaitical Senſe ; and 
there 1s a more refined and (if I may uſe the 
Expreſſion) a more Spiritual Senſe of it. For 
although 1c be a great Abfurdity. in them to 
ſuppoſe that a meer Body can be after the 
Mamner of a Spirit ; yet 1t 1s not ſo to fup- 
poſe a Carnal Mind to have a Mixture of 


ſome Spiritual Qualities and Diſpelitions ny 


it, And this makes the difterence fo much 


harder to be perceived between the carnally 


and ſpiritually minded ; ſince there ate the 
ſame Faculties of Perception, Reaſoning, and 
Application in both ; and the fame com- 
mon Principles of Religion may be owned 
by both ; which may in Reafon be ſuppoſed 
to make ſome Imprefſion: on the Minds of 
the more Ingenuous part of Mankind, who 
are not given: over to ſuch a Reprobate Senfe 
as the former were. Now, how to diftin- 
guiſh between frequent good Impreſhons'on 
the Mind, and an Habitual Temper and Dif- 


poſition, 1s: not fo cafe to all who are con- 


cerned to diſtinguiſh them. And yet a Per- 
ſon may be throughiy convinced of his Sins, 
and Trerfle at the Apprehenſion of che 
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Juſtice and. Severity of God againſt them ; 
he may. have many Checks and Reluctancies 
of Conſcience while he goes on to commit 
them; he may Sigh and Groan and Lament 
under the wretchedneſs of his Condition by 
his Love of Sin ; and yet may love his Sins 
all the while more than God or Heaven, of 
any thing in Competition with them. The 
difference doth not lie in the Nature or 
Number of the Impreſſions from withour, 
but in the inward Principle of Action. A 
Ciſtern may be full of Water falling down 
from Heaven-, which may run as long as 
that holds which fell into it ; but a Spring 
hath it rifing up within, and ſo continues 
running when the other 1s ſpent. A carnal 
Mind may have many Spiritual Convicti- 
ons, and good Motions and [Inclinations ; 


. but after a time they wear off and leave no 


laſting Effect behind them; but where there 
is a Spring in the Soul, there 1s a freſh and 
continual Supply of ſuch Inclinations, as keep 
up a conſtant Courſe of a Spiritual Life ; 
which our Saviour calls R7vers of living Wa- 
zer. | 

I confeſs it 1s hard to determine what a 
Habit or Principle abiding in our Shinds 1s ; 

F yet 
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| yet the Scripture doth evidently ſuppoſe ſuch 
! a thing, when 1t ſpeaks of the New Birth, and Joh. z. 3,6. 
! the New Life, and the New Creature, and the 1. 13. 
! Children of- God; all which are very inf gnift- : 
: cant Terms, if there be not under them 
: ſomething anſwerable to the Firſt Principles Rom.s. 8,g. 
! of Life; and if there be not a Divine Spirit amr 
dwelling and acting in the Souls of Good oy 
: Men, and railing them up above Carnal and 
' Senſual Objects to things Divine and Spirt- 
' tual, and carrying them through the Paſlage 
| of this World fo as to prepare them for a 
| better. But yet there may be many things 
: which carry ſome Reſemblance to this Prin- 
| ciple within, which come not up to it. There 
' may be ſuch Principles of Education and 
good Manners, ſuch Awakenings of Conſct- 
| ence, ſuch a Strength of Natural Reaſon and 
| Common Ingenuity, as may carry one on to 
{do ſome very Good things, and yet he may - 
' fall ſhort of having a true Principle of Spi- 
[ritual Life in him- Bur then, there muſt be 
: another Principle within, which contradicts 
ithis, and prevails over it, and carrics him on 
ito the Love of, Sin, which proves too ſtrong 
_ *for the Love of God and the duc Regard to 
_ *Spiritual things. | 
; The 
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The Reſult of this Diſcourſe i 1s, {ince the 
Carnal Mind is not-to be taken meerly for 
ſuch a one which ftands out in Oppoſition 
to the Goſpel, nor for ſuch a one which 1s. 
Inſenſible of Spirizual things ; but fuch as * 
may conſiſt with a Common Profcthon of | 
Religion, and have the ſame Convictions | 
and good Impreſſions which others have ; | 
it doth require a more than ordinary Ac- | 
quaintange with our Selves. to be able to * 
judge aright, whether the Temper of our | 
Minds be Carnal or Spiritual, : 

2. But this 1s not all ; for, ſince there 1s 
ſo. great a Mixture of Good and Evil in the | 


| better ſort of Mankind, there is required | 
not barely Knowledge of our Selves, but a ' 


good Judgment too to adjuſt the Propor- | 
tions of Good and Evil in Particular Perſons, | 
ſo as. to be able to judge whether we are 

Carnally or Spiritually minded. For, as thoſe * 
who are Carnal, while they follow their Car- 
nal Inclinations, may have many inward ! 
Strugglings by Spiritual Convictions; fo | 
thoſe who are Spiritzally minded may meet | 
with many Combats from the Fleſh, which ; 
may be Troubleſome, where it cannot pre- | 
vail, But there 1s a great difference between | 


the. 
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the Spirit ſtruggling againſt the Fleſh in the 
Carnally minded , and the Fleſh ſtruggling a- 


' gainſt the Spirit in thoſe who are Spiritually 


minded, For , where there is no perfect 
Victory, there will be ſome Oppoſition ; 


and the beſt have ſo many Failings to com- 
' plain of in this World ; ſo many Infirmities. 


and Defects in their good Actions ; fo ma- 


; | ny Paſſions not brought into their due Or- 


: der; ſo many Omuſſions of Perſonal and 
* Relative Duties ; ſuch variety of Tempers 
' and Weakneſs of Reſolution ; ſuch Coldneſs 
: in Devotion and Unreafonable Dejections of 


| Mind; ſo many unaccountable Fears and. 
: ſuch dreadfull Apprehenfions of Death and 
* the Conſequences of it ; that theſe things 
' muſt make great Abarements as to ſuch as 
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are truly Spiritually minded. 


But by all theſe things the Diff. culty ill 
increaſeth , and therefore it 1s. time to come 


to the Reſolution of i it; and that will be by 
ſhewing that the Difference berween the Car- 
nal and Spiritual Mind hes in theſe three 
Things : 


+» In 


»- 
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12, I4 
22. 


1. In the Deliberate Judgment and 
Choice. 

2. In the Prevailing Intereſt, 

3. In the Conſtant Rule and Meaſure 
of Actions. 


7. In the deliberate Judgment and ©" 


For the main difference as to the Carnal and 
Spiritual Mind, lies in the different End 


which is aimed at by them. Where the | 


Chief End is the Plcaſing our Selves, and 
' the enjoying of any thing as our Happineſs 


under the Szpream Good, whatever Thoughts * 


and Intentwns we may at ſome times have , 


to Repent of our Sins, and tarn our Souls | 


from the Love of Sin to the Love of God, 


as long as we continue purſuing a wrong | 
End, we have too great Reaſon to conclude | 


our Minds to be yet carnal and ſold under 


fins. For while the Apoſtle repreſents himſelf | 


fo, he tells us he had his Conſcience through- 


ly awakened with the Senſe of his ſins, even | 
of thoſe which the World 1s leaſt apt to be | 
Rom. 7. 7, ſenſible of, inward and ſecret Sins ; he was 


not only convinced of the Excellency and Pu- 
rity of the Law, but had ſome Pleaſure and, 
Satisfacticin in 1t ; he had ſome hearty defires 
to be rid of his beloved Sins ; but yet they 
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were too hard for him, he lighed and la- 
mented under his deplorable Condition ; 


| bur 'rill the Grace of God came to ſet him 


free, he was in a miſerable and hopeleſs 
State. 

But how is it, that the Grace of God thus 
refines and \purifics the minds of Men, ſo as 
of Carnal to make them Spiritual, when 
the ſame Paſſions and Inclinations remain ? 
A Change there muſt be, and thar real and 
ſpiritual, and therefore in our beſt Faculties, 


; 272. our Underſtandings and our Wills ; not 
| by a Revelation of New Objects ro the 


Mind, nor by offering any Force upon the 


Will; but by fixing the Judgment of the 
| Mind and the Choice of the Will upon the 
| beſt and moſt deſirable Obje&t, which is 
/ God himſelf, as the Supreme Good. The Turn 


of the Soul which makes one Spiritually 
minded, muſt not be only from: groſs and 
ſenſual Inclinations, but from every other 


| kind of Good, which ſtands in Competition 


with the Supreme. A truly Spiritual Mind 
15 one that 1s poſletſed with the Love of God 


| . above all, and that values other things, as 
- they trend to the Enjoyment of Him. 


God muſt be the only Center of his Hopes 
D and 
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and Deligns; for in. hum alone his true - Hap- 
pmeſs conſiſts: As che Plalmiſt expreſles ut ; 


Pfal. 73. 25. Whom have [ in Heawen but thee ? and there is 


one rpon Farth I deſire beſides thee. What- 
ever falls ſhort of this, may agree to a car- 
val Mind; but a Carnal Mind can never love 
God as he ought to be loved ; not with a 
Supreme tranſcendont Degree of Love, which 
is alone proper and ſuitable to him. All 0- 
ther kmd of Love is beneath this Infinite 
Goodneſs and Perfections ; and to love him 
as we do his Creatures, is zo do him the. 
ereateft Diſhonour , for 1t levels their Per- 
K&tions, and ſuppoſes them to deſerve the | 
fame Degrec of Afﬀcettion from us. 

But there may be many Spiritual Notions in 
Mens mimds about God and Religion ; about 
Myſtical Untons, and the Participations of Di- | 
vine Love ; many ſeeming Spiritual Raptures | 
and Ecſtalies, and yet there may not be this | 
Spiritual Mind. For the Heats of Enthuli- | 
afm may. feem to be very Spiritual, but are . 
of another kind ; they arc Spiritzel, as they | 
are the Effects of a great heating of the Spz- | 
rits by the Force of a vehomont Imaginati- | 
on; which hath been often accomparnucd | 


with as vchement an Inclination to —_ 
Plea-} 


mued 


fual | the Inviſible World ; may be. fally convin- 
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Pleaſures ; which thews the plam Difference 
between an Exalted Fancy and a Spiritaal 
Mind. 


A Spiritual Mind is ſuch a one as 15. not + 


only throughly convinced of the Reality of 
Spiritual things ; bat of cheir Excellency and 


Deſirableneſs, above any others that can be 


offer d to our Choice. Ir ſees through all 
the Glittering Vanities of this World; and 
ſoars above the moſt ternptmg and be- 
witching Follies of Mankind here : It fre- 
quencly retires from the Noiſe and Contu- 


/ fron, the Hurry and Vexation of Wortdly 
! Aﬀairs, that it may convyerfe more freely 


with Invifible Obje&s; not meerly by way 


of - Contemplation, but by raiſing the At- 


| fections of the Soal towards them, as the 
things which it hath choſen for its Happi- 
: neſs. 


' Arid this makes a wonderfull Alteration 


| in the thoughts that theſe Different Tempers 
| have concerning the ſame things I do nor 
; deny but thofe who have carnal Minds may 


* 
[i 


- | have ſome raiſed and ſpititual Thoughts, but 
| they are c00 cold and ſpeculative; they may 


have rioble and refined Speculations about 
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ced? that the things which are ſeen, could not 
be whar rhey are, were it not for the things 
which are zot ſeen; and that the things which 
are not ſeen, are of incomparably greater va- 
lue than thoſe-which are ſo much more ad- 
mired, becauſe they are ſeen, But we muſt 
not conclude, that becauſe men do really 
believe Spiritual: things, therefore they* are 
ſpiritually minded, ( for that were to ſuppoſe 
all to be Saints who are not Arheifts;) but 
there muſt be ſuch a due Preference in our 
Minds,. of that Inviſible and Eternal State, 
above all that is accounted Great and De- 
ſirable here, as gives a juſt Denomination 
to one that he is Spiritually minded; 1. e. 
that his Mind and Soul is fixed upon another 
World as his proper Happincſs,' and other 


things are regarded and yalued in Subſeryi- 
'EnCy to 1t. | 


2- A Spiritual Mind 1s _ by the 
Prevailing Intereſt. For , as: long as we are 
made up of Fleſh and Spirit, there will and 
muſt be a Combat between them : For the 
Fleſh lufteth againſt the Spirit , and the Spirit | 
againfl the Fleſh; and. theſe are contrary the | 
one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do the things * 
that ye would : And yet the ſame Apoſtle 
ſoon 
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crucified the Fleſh with the Aﬀeftions and Lufts ; 


! the Meaning 1s, that, in ſome particular In- . . 
! ances and lefs remarkable Caſes, the Fleſh. 


| may ſometimes be too hard for the Spirzt , 
; but in all Notorious Inſtances of the Lufts 
' of the Fleſh, which he reckons up; and in 


: the main Iflue of all lefler Combats the Spz- * 


' r7t will be too hard for the Fleſh in thoſe 
| who are ſpiritually minded ; as the Fleſh will 
: be too hard for the Spirit at laſt in thoſe 
| who-are carnally minded. 1t we look on 
| them in the time of the Combat, 1t will be 
! hard to judge which is moſt likely to pre- 
! vail; but thoſe may have the better in ſome 
/ particular Skirmiſhes, who may loſe very 
- much in the State of the War; a Good Man 
| may be-foiled by Surpriſe or under ſome 
| diſadvantage, but he will recover himſelf , 
and, it may be, gain Ground by his Falls; 
| and a bad Man may in ſome fits of Deyo- 
: tion ſeem ſo ſpiritually minded, that one 
* might be apt to think he were quite chan- 
! ged, 'till he returns to his former Practices. 
_ 7 If we had been to judge of Ahab in the time 
{ of his Humiliation; and of David in the 
] time of his Impenitency after his Sins of A- 
| dultery 


! ſoon after adds, They that are Chriſt's have 
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had been the carnal, and the former the ſpr- 


dukery and Murther,we ſhould have thought 
in common Juſtice and Charity, the latter 


ritual-minded man. But it was quite other- 
wiſe ; which ſhews that we are not to judge 
of Mens Spiritnat Condition by ſudden and 
- Violent Motions whether good or bad; but 
by that Intereſt which prevails with thern in 
the whole Courſe of their Lives. To give 
a general Character of a Man from ſorne | 
Violent Pafſion againft the Tenour of his ' 
Life, would be like drawing the Picture of a | 
Man in a Fit of ah Epilepfy, or a Convut- | 
five Motion of his Face. And to bclieve a 
Man to be a Good Man, becauſe he hath | 
ſortie good Moods and Paſſionate Fits of | | 
Deyotiori, 18, as if we fhould take a picce of | 
rottch Wood for a true Phoſphorus, becauſe | 
x flirts ſometimes ; or ſuppoſe Zadas to be | 
4 Sat, becaufe he-was fo nuich' in our Sa- | 
viour's Contipany. The inward Habits and | 
Difpoſitions of Mens minds may be cover'd_ 
over and difgniſed a great While ; but a | 
Tempting Occafion lays them open ; as no | 
doubt Zudas did not get his habit of Cove- | 
touſneſs of a ſudden, bur it was ſtill grow- 
ing and ripening under a fair ISI, | 
an 
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and when the Proper Seaſon came, the Se- 
cret Malignity brake forth ; and the Temp- 
- | tation of Thirty Pieces of Silver diſcoyerd the 
* Baſencels and Hypocriſy of his Heart- Some- 
! tunes the Ven of Hypocriſy hes deep , and. 
} is coverd over with fuch a fair outfide, that 
* no one can have Reaſon to miſtruſt 1c, "will 
n | it diſcovers itMclf, and then the Cerruption 
ive | 18 found ſo loathlome, as to render ordinary. 
 * Sincerty ſuſpictous But this is a common. 
- | Fault, either to be too eaſily deceived, or 
? too unreaſonably miſtruſtfull ; there as no- 
| certainty in a Deduttion from partichlars, 
but where the Cauſes arc Equal and Neceſ- 
! fary. It 3s as abſurd an Inference that there 
! 35 no ſack thing as a Spirizual Mind, becauſe 
: ſome who have pretended to it have been. 
! found Carnal; as that there is no ſuch thing 
' as Common Honeſty among men, becauſe 
/ forme who have long born the name of Ho- 
/ neſt men have been found great Cheats and 
: Impoſtors. But when a Predominant Habit 
; doth diſcover it ſelf , the Perſon muſt bear 
4 _ Title and Denomination which it gives 
3 tum. 
y 3. A Spiritual Mind is known by the ge-  . 
! ,ncral Conformity of Actions to a Divine and 
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S Piritual Rule; and fo a Carnal Mind by fol- 
lowing the Bent and Inclinations of the Fleſh. 
And there lies a great Part of the Difference; 

for ſuch who lay no Reſtraint upon their Na- 
tural Inclinations muſt needs be carnally mind- 


Chryfoſt. ed ; becauſe the Fleſh, as S. Chryſoſtom obſerves, 
Gal. 5.17. ;5 not taken, by S. Paul, meerly for the Bod), but 


for the corrupt Part of our Selves, as conſiſting of 


Aug, c. Juli- Soul and Body. It 1s bbſerved by Cicero 3. de 
an, /.4..12. Rep. That Mankind come into the World in a 
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wery ill Condition, with a Body naked, frail and 
infirm, with a Mind ſubjef to Troubles, dejefted 
with Fears, impatient of Labour, prone 10 Luft 
but in the midſt of all this, there is a certain 
Divine Flame of Wit and Underſtanding, which 
lies as it were bufied and overwhelmed, but with 
great Care and Induſtry may be ſo preſerved and 
improved, as to Command our Appetites and Go- 
wern our Paſſions. Burt, alas! How little doth 
the Reaſon of Mankind f1gnifie to the great- 
elt Part of them ? It helps them to ſee their 
Folly, and like a Sea-Ligh to a ſinking Ship 
in a dark Night, makes thoſe who are aboard, 
to behold their Miſcry, withovt nelping them 
out of it. If the Frame of imuman Nature be 
conſidered in it ſelf, and by way of Specula- 
tion, we have no Cauſe to complain of it; fog 
as 


VT | | 
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Þ as God hath given us Inferiour Faculties ſuit- 


able to the © onſtitution of our Bodics, ſo he 


hath likewiſe Superiour, which are capable of - 


Controlling: and Governing them. But when 
Habit and Cuſtom 1s joyned with a Vicious 
Inclination , how'little doth human Reaſon 
fignifie ? All the Conſiderations of Natural 
Order and Decency,and Regularity, and. Good 
Example, are caſily oyer-born by the ſtrong 
Propenlities of a Corrupt Inclination; which 


| hurries men on to ſatisfie firſt their Brutal 


Appetites, and leaves Conſideration till after- 


| wards. So that Reaſon ſeems by ſuch an Afrer- 


game, rather given to Torment, than to Re- 


[form them. 


Therefore the Wiſe God hath frnemadied 


I his own Law to inforce that of Reaſon by a 


greater Authority ; that Men may think them- 
ſelves more concerned to take Care of their 
Actions, when they muſt give an Account of 


Ithem to one Infinitely above them. But what 


can Mankind do in ſuch a Wretched Condi- 
tion ? For the Law of it (clt is but like a Toyle 
to a wild Beaſt ; the more he ſtruggles, the 


Imore he is Intangled ; ſo that he ſees his Mi- 


fery by 1t, but not his Remedy. 
But ſuch is the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God towards Mankind, that he hath on Ih 
E refu- 
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refuſed to accept thoſe, who have ſincerely 
endeavour'd to do his Will according to the 
Meaſure of that Aﬀfiftance which he hath g1- 
ven them. Thus we find Characters of Men 


Gen. 6. 9. 1n all Ages, who were faid to be Righteous be- 


ub 1.7... fore God, juft and upright and perfe} Men ; and 
Al, 37. 37. Yet ſome of the moſt eminent of theſe had 
remarkable failings, as Noah, Abraham and 7ob; 

yet they had extraordinary Teſtumonies of 

God's Approving their Integrity and paſſing 

by thoſe Faults which were contrary to the 
general Deſign and Tenour of their Lives. . 

I confeſs we meet with two Inſtances to the] 

contrary in Scripture, which deſerve our Con- 
{ideration ; and thoſe were of Extraordinary 
Perſons too, eminent for their long and faith-| 

fall Service of God; and yet upon ſingle} 
Faults commuted by them, he was very ſe- 

vere with them. Which may ſeem. to take 

much off from: this Lenity and: Goodneſs of 

God towards ſuch who have a general Since- 

rity of Mind/towards him- But, if we more 

. ſtrictly: confider theſe two Caſes, we ſhall find 
there was ſomething very: provoking in the 
Circumſtances of them, which made God of 
much more diſpleaſed with the Commictingf 

them, For; they were Sins commuttedby|| 
them; in their Publick Capacities, and _ 
S: \uch 
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ly | ſuch things wherein the Honour of God was 
the | more particularly concerned. | 
Bl - The Firſt is the Caſe of Moſes, who was a 
fen | great Pattern of Wiſdom and Meekneſs and 
 be- | Faithfulneſs, for forty years together, in the 
and | Conduct of a very froward People in the 
had | Wilderneſs; yet at-laſt he happen'd to fail in 
6b; || ſore Part of his Duty, and God was fo angry 
s of | with him, that he would not hear his Prayer for Deut. 3. 24; | 
ling} going into Canaan, but he cut him off in the ** 
che | Wilderneſs at laſt, as he did the People for 
Ss {their Unbelief- But what was this Sin of Mo- 
the | ſes which made God fo highly diſpleaſed with 
on-Jhim? If we read the paſlage as it 1s related in 
1ary jthe Hiſtory of the Fact, it is not ſo eaſic to 
uth-| find it out. The People murmured for want 
nglcjof Water, God upon Moſes his Prayer con- Numb. +0. 
7 {&-{mands him, to take his Rod, and in the Af ® 3, 
take} ſembly of the People, to ſpeak to the Rock and 8. 
s ofthe Water ſhould iſſue out. Moſes afſembles 
nce-Jthe People, expoſtulaces the matter wich:them, 
aorelfirikes the Rock twice and the Waters came. v6, 
find} Where is the great Sin of Moſes all this while ? 
. the[Yet, he often repeats it, that God was angry with Deut. x. 37; 
d ſofhiz for ſomething done at that time. God 
tingfhimſclf faith, Moſes and Aaron rebelled againſt a 
1 by him; and that they did not ſanflifie him beforexum 27.1 © 
poutht Peopk: the Pfalmiſi faith, ay pn_gs Plal.106433, _ 
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his Spirit, ſo that he ſpake unadviſedly with his 
Lips. After all, the ſin of Moſes was a Mix- 

ture of Anger and ſome kind of Infidelity : 

For, the Pſalmiſt ſaith, he was highly provoked ; 
Num.20.12.and God himſelf ſaith, they believed him not, to 
ſanfifie . him in the Fye of the Children of Iſ- 

rael. The Fault then ſeems to lie in this, 
that they were more concerned for their 
own Honour than God's, and did not fo 
clearly Attribute the Power of the Miracle 
to God, but that the People might think 
- they Aſſumed it to themſelves, as appears by 
ver. 10. their Words to the People, Hear now, ye Re- 
bels, muſt we fetch you Water out of the Rack ? 
Which Expreſſion doth not give God the Glo- þ 
ry he expected from them; and he 1s ſo ten- | 
der in Matters of his own Honour, that he | 
would ſuffer nonc to encroach upon it, no 
' not his faithfull Servants, but he made chem! | 

ſmart far attempting it: 

The other caſe is that of David's Ny | 
bering the People ; and he was a Man aber 
God's own Heart, 'of great Sincerity and Cou- 
rage and Confſtancy in his Service. Yet of a 
fudden he took up a Reſolution that he would 
have all the People number d , without any 
Apparent Reaſon for it. And although he was 
diſcouraged from the Attempt by thoſe __ 
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him, yet he would be obey 'd. And what came. 

of it? Truly, before the thing was compleat- 
cd he grew very uncaſic at what he had done, 
for it 1s ſaid, His heart ſmote him after that he 18am 24.9. 
had numbred the People ; and David ſaid to the 
Lord, I have ſinned greatly in what I have done. 


LOO 


And yet in the Book of Chronicles 1t is ſaid, 


that he finiſbed it not, becauſe Wrath fell for it 1Chraq. 24s 
againſt Iſrael. What was the Caule of all this 
Severity againſt David? Was it fuch an un- 
pardonable Sin for a King to underſtand the 
Number of his People? Suppoſe it a Failing, : 

yet why ſhould God be ſo angry for one ſuch 

Failing in him that had ſerved God ſoſincerely 

as David had done? There muſt be ſomething 
Extraordinary in this Caſe; for, God ſome- Exod.zo.11. 
times ſuppoſes the People 20 be Number d; and , 3% 25: 
in ſome Caſes he requires or allows it ; "why a. 
then is he ſo diſpleaſed now at the doing it?" _— 11.8, 
The beſt Account I know of it, is this; It was *** + 
not a meer PICCC of Vanity and Oftentation 

in David, (altho' that be Diſpleaſing to God,) 

bur it was a thing (as deſigned by him) which 

was generally look'd on as inconſiſtent with 

the Fundamental Promiſe made to Abraham ; 

and fo it is mention'd in the Chronicles, why 

the Numbering was not exactly taken, becauſe 


the Lord had faid He would _— Iſrael like 
the 
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«Chr.27.23- the Stars of the Heavens. Which ſcems to im- 


ply that there was a general Notion received 
among the People, that ſince God promiſed 


to increaſe them beyond Number, no one 


ought to go about to take the Exact Num- 
ber of them. For, this muſt ſeem to ſavour 
of Infidelity, and a Contempt or Miſtruſt of 
God's Fundamental Promiſe. But however 
upon ſuch Occaſions God might uſe two of 
his mot fatthfull Servants thus, yet we have 
no Reaſon to queſtion his Readineſs to par- 
don theſe and other their Failings upon a Sin- 
cere Repentance, and to accept of their gene- 
ral Care and Endeayour to Pleaſe him 1in- 
ſtead of a Perfe&t Obedience. 

But I have ſomething farther to offer, for 
the clearing theſe two difficult Caſes, viz, | 
that there is a Difference to be obſerved be- 
tween the Rule of God's Proceedings with 
particular Perſons, as to the guageet Sincerity 
of their Actings; and the Meaſure of God's 


Political Juſtice as to Perſons in Publick Ca- 


pacttics. The Reaſon 1s, becauſe 1n the latter 
Caſes, God may juſtly have a Regard, not 
meerly to the Actions themſelves, bur to the 
Circumſtances of the People they are related 
to. Thus Moſes, mentions it three ſeveral times, 


| Dent. 1.37. The Lord — with me for your ſakes; and 


again, 
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again, the Lord was wroth with me for your ſakes 


and would not hear-me ; and the Lord ſaid an- 
to me, Let it ſujfice thee, ſpeak, nv more to me of 


this watter- It feems he: was ſo-much concern- 


&d as to pray to God, and that carneſtly, that 


he would give: him kave to conduct the Peo- 
ple into Canaan: but God would not grant 
his Requeſt. . But he tells the People that it was 
for their ſakes that he was deniedt. Furthermore 
the Lord was angry with me for your ſakes, and 


| ſware that T ſhoald not go over Fordan,&c.. So 


that the Blow which was given to the Head 
was for the ſake of the whole Body. 

And it is remarkable in the Cafe of David 
that before he fell into the Sin. of Number- 


RY 
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ing the People, The Anger of the Lord was hire 2 Sam.24.1.. 


| dled againſt Irael; and he maved David againſt 
| then: to ſay, Go Number Iſrael and Judah; From 


whence 1t is evident, that the Sims of a. People 
may provoke God. to-let Princcsfall into ſuch 
Sins, which: may give: juſt Occaſion to'Godto 
puniſh both. together. But rchis-is a very dif- 
terent Cafe foe the Method: of God's deal- 
ings with patticular Perſons: with Regard' to 
their Integrity, according to the Terms'of the 
Covenant.of Grace, Which is eſtabliſhed: on 
ſuch Foundations, that we need not give-way' 


| to Deſpondencics for the ſake of ſuch particu» | 


lar Adts of Seycrity. IL I 
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; .. |. Fam: now. to confider the different. 
Conſequences of ..theſe. two, Zo be carnally 
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minded: is Death, but to be ſpiritually minded js 
Life and, Peace; which, in ſhort, 1s, that the 
Advantage: is. far greater which comes to 
Mankind by one than by the. other. 
- And that will appear by comparing them 
together, _ h | 
- .(1.): As under Equal Circumſtances. - 
._ (2.) As under unequal Circumſtances. 
1» As under Equal Circumſtances, And 
here we have two ſorts of Perſons to confider. 
1. Thoſe who have Convictions of Con- 
ſcience going along with a Carnal. Mind. Such 
who look on the Conditions of Men in this \ 
World at a Diſtance, and judge only by Ap- 
pearance, would be. apt to think that thoſe 
who do allow. themſelves all the Liberties 


which a Carnal. Mind doth incline them to, 


have very much the Adyantage of thoſe who 
are under the Reſtraints of a Spiritual Mind, 
for. they are bound to ſevere Rules of Vertue 
and Mortification, to. deny all Ungodlineſs and 


Worldly Iufts, and to live ſoberly and righteouſly 


and godly in this preſent World; and theſe are 
thought to be very. hard things ; whereas 
ſuch who arc not under theſe Difficulties, ſcem 
to lead the moſt pleaſant'and eafic Lives, en- 


Joying | 
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joyitny chernſelyes and being full of Err 
afid Confidenee and apfeat to be all Mir 


| and Good Humour. But there is another Ae- 


count to be taken of theſe things : 1f Men 
could took within and fee all the Rcerer Mit: 


 givings, the inward Horrouts of Conifcictice, 


che Itnpaticfice and Diſſatisfaction they have, 
when they ſcriottfly Reflect oti their evil Cotit- 


ſes, it would quite aker cheit Appreheniſioris | 


of theſe thirigs, atid tnake thetn conclude with 
che Roma Oraror, 7hat 61 Day ſpent actord- 
ing to the Rutes of Vertue weve to be prefers d be- 
Fool, no Pedarit, no tacan and conternprible 


Seniſe, of Quality atid Experichce; who had 
Opportunities and Mearis. efivtigh ro' have 


parfeet che ttioft Seffirak and Yolupruvts 


Courfe of Life; which yet we ſet otit of Jucls- 
rtient and Choice he deſpiſed} arid! prefett'd'a 
far ſhorter life accotding to' dit Rules of Ver- 
rue; before: a Vicious Iritiortality; And yet 

how ſhort were the Inconragetnenits toa' Goo 
Life, and che Difſuafives fron Sin'arhong? the 
beſt of them, in" Compariſon of whit we-all 


know riow by the Goſpel of Chriſt* They wetit 


no farthier thati mect NatutatReaſon'and' the 
Corrimion Sctiſe'of Mankirid cartied theni; but 
Os ' HP WC 


Eſt autem #- 
nu dies bent 
Vee of ex pre 
fore everlaſting Debaucheties, And he was rio ceptis rus ac- 

Figs peccants 
pu immortalita- | 
Perfors, who faid this, btit x Mah of Wir and *i anteferes- | 
. Cicer. | 


Tufs. £u.l.s. | 
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tf Rom. 1.18. we profeſs to. belicye: the Wrath of God reveal. 
ITMIT! 2. 5.6. ed from Heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs and 
LOOM "5% arzgodlineſs of Men ; and that there will be a 
T1 mexeat and terrible day, wherein men. muſt receive 
: aqcording to their Works, whether they be Good or 
vil. And will not this dreadfull Conſidera-' 
tion awaken the Drowſie and Secure Sinner 
and make him look about him betimes, while 
there. is yet any hopes of Mercy : > Will he not 
become ſo wiſe at leaſt, as to cnter into the 
 Eonfideration of his Ways, and to look back 
7on. the former Courſe of his Life, to examin 

=. and compare that with the Law of God by 
which he muſt be judged ? And if we-have. 

bur Patience to do this, he will have no far- 

-- "ther Patience with himſelf, for bcing guilty 
"of ſuch _uriſpeakable Folly. He will abhorr 
himſelf for all. his ſenſual and.ſinfull Delights; 
which will turn into the greateſt Bitterneſs 
and Anguiſh to his Soul; He will lament his 
Folly and Wickedneſs. with the deepeſt ſor- 
row ; and take up ſincere and firm Reſoluti- 

ons to return no more to. the Practiſe of 
them. And if this be the Reſult, as it ought 

to be, of all the diſtinguiſhing {infull Plea- 
ſures of 2-carnal Mind, 1 leaye jt to. the moſt 
impartial Mind to Reſolve whether there will 

be the leaſt Adyantage by purfiung them. 

ys - Bur 


a . 


the ©ucen at White-Hall. 


2. But we have too greatReaſon to ſuppoſe thar 
Men may harden themſelves to ſuch a degree of 
Wickedneſs, as to be Inſenfible of the Folly of it, 
and to mock at thoſe who go about to reprove 
them for it. Such as theſe are at Eaſe, becaute they 
have no Senſe of their Condition ; but ſo are thoſe 
in a Lethargy: Is their Caſe therefore to be envied; 
or compared with thoſe in Health, alchough more 
ſenſible of Pain and- Danger ? Who ſeem to be 
better pleaſed at ſometimes,and tranſported with 
their own Imaginations than Men in a Frenzy ? 
and yet no Man thinks their Condition happier 
for it. There is a ſort of Moral Frenzy which pol- 
ſeſſes ſome part of Mankind , who, are not only 
Extravagant in their Actions, bur Aſſume ſuch a 
Degree of Confidence in Commirting them, as 
though the Wiſe Men of all Ages had been the 
only remarkable Fools in it. But iris no ſucheafie . 
matter to Run down the Principles of Vertue and 
Religion, they have ſtood the Shock of all the Sar- 
caſms and Reproaches of former Times; and there 
is ſtill nothing at the Bottom of all the Scorn and 
Contempt thar is caſt upon them :'but a Carnal and 
ProfaneTemper of Mind;which may bear them up for 
a while, but it will be ſure to End in Everlaſting 
Confuſion; and then they will ind what they were 
ſo unwilling to believe, That to be Carnally minded is 
Death. Not a meer State of Inſenſibiliry, but the 
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worlt kind of Peath;A Death of perperyalHorreur 
and Torment; A Death without the Power ofDy-. 
ing,and yet wich a perpetual Deſire of it; A Deach 
whoſe Sting can never be taken out ; and whoſe 
Terrox 1s laid to be as everlaſting as the Joys. of 
Heaven. , And ſhall not the Apprehention of fuch 
a Death, as this, fo. dreadful, fo unavoidable, fo- 
inſuppoxtable, make the greateſt Sinners to. T'rem- 

- ble, and be Confounded at the Apprehenſion of | 
it? And, if once fuch Thoughts break into their 
Minds,farewell then to.all the Imaginary Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction. of a Carnal Mind ; for ic muft 

fink it into the Confwyſton ib not the- Deſpair. of Hell. 

| (2) But F have hitherto. reprelenced: the Diſlad- 
vantages. of one fide ; but are there not ſuck on 
the qther. tg0.? , Some are too apt to think a Spi- 
ritual: Mind to. be.nothing bur a diſorder'd Fancy, 
and Melancholy: Imaginations of Inviſible things. 
It chis. were all, it-were ſo.far from being. Life and: 
Peace, that there. could: be no real Satisfaction 2- 
bout it. But a.Spiritual Mind-is.truly the moſt de- 
Uirable thing we are capable of in this World. Fox, 
it- is the beſl Improvement; of-our. Minds, which 
are-Spiritual, It is, the purging. and refining them: 
from. the Droſs. and: Corruption which: debaſed: 
them. Ir. is, the Advancing them towards the Di-' 

| vine Narure, by a gradual Participation: of it; It-is, 
|  — theRailing them above the-Carnal Delights; and: 


TS 2h: Vaeen at White-Hall. ” 
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the: llicitows Cares and Perplexing Fears of rhig 


World; and fitting them for a perpetuat Conver- 


lation with Divine and Spirnnal Objects. 

And what then can be more agreeable to the 
belt Part of ous Selves here, than to have 2 Mind 
ſo diſengaged from: this World and fo fir for a ber- 


ter 2 So. that we may be contene co: take 2 View of 


theWorſt which can be ſuppolcd as to Difadvaneage 
bere, which is,thar Good Men: may be under Mnequal 


Circumſtances as to their Condition in-this. Life ; that 


5, when the Regarding another World more than 
this, may make their outward Conditions more un- 
ealte here, than ic might have been, if they had fol- 
low'd: only. the Dictares: of a Carnal Mind, | 

There are two: ſorts of Froubles we are to Ex- 
pect in this World, (1.) Such as we bring upon 
our Selves by our own: Acts:: (2.) Suck as are com- 
mon. to, all Mankind: In both theſe the Spiritual 
Mind. hath the Advantage, | 

(1.) As toſuch-which men bring upon. themſelves: 
Let: this be ſappoſed;. as it ought: to: be, when» God 
pleaſes among Chriſtians, who are to. follow: Chriſt m 
taking up his Croſs: Is. there any. thing in chis, which 
overthrows-the- Advantage of'a Spiritual Mind above 
a_Carnal? Can-a; Carnal: Mind ſecure Men from-Pains 
and: Diſeaſes, from. Lofles and Diſappointments ? 
| Nay. doth: not the Purſuit: of: Carnal Pleaſures brin 

; more Troubles:upon:Memnin this Life; than the Ca - 


4 
— 


38 A Sermon preached before © 


of Perſecution doth upon the beſt Chriſtians ? If the 
Loathſome Diſeaſes, the Reproachfull and Untimely 
Deaths,which 'of all things ought to be moſt avoid. 
ed, by ſuch who believe no Life after this, be com. 
pared with the Pains and Martyrdoms of thoſe who 
have {uffer'd for their Religion, theſe will appear to 
be far more Eligible than the other,becauſe the Mind 


hath far greater Satisfaction under them, and a cer- | 
rain” Expectation of an Infinite Reward to follow Þ1 


upon them. Whereas the others can have no Com- 


fort in looking back on what they have done, or {| 
forward in what they are to Expect. For they have 
deſtroy'd their own Happineſs and haſten'd that up- | 


on themſelves which they account their only Miſery. 

(2.) As to the Common Calamities of Life, which 
none can prevent or avoid, the Spiritual Mind hath 
very much the Advantage of the Carnal ; For the 
one fills them with inward Peace and Satisfaction of 


Mind, which of all things carry men beſt through 


the Troubles of Life ; being joyned with Patience, 
Humility, Self-Denial, and Submiſſion to the Will 
| of God; which are all the genuine Effects of a Spi- 

ritual Mind ; but a Carnal Mind is froward and im- 

patient, unealie to it ſelf and to all about it, and this 
 makesevery Pain ahd Trouble to be much greater 
© than it would have been; like the Aſs in the Fable : 
which lay down. in the Water with his burthen of 
Wool and fo made it heavier than before. 


| heres 


The Doren ot Whire- Tm 
C Thins were two things the A ——_— Men. of. 


{Pleaſure fought to comfort themſelves by, under 


the unavoidable Troubles of Life; which the Spiri- 
- [tual Mind hath far greater Advantages than any of. 
them had, as to both 'of. them ;; and theſe are Re- 
YM wad ExpeFlation. 
(1.) Refleftion. When Epicurus was in. his laſt, A. 
gonies under the Stone, what a miſerable way was it 
tor him to go about to comfort himſelf, by Reflect- 
ing upon his Atoms and his Maxims, kis Imaginary 
Notion of the Happineſs of Life conliſting in Plea- Egidneus 


—_— 


ſure, when. his Life was ſo near being ended by Ex- cho. 


fceſfive Pain? But a Good Man that hath ſincerely} cceron. 


endeavour'd to ſerve God in his Generation, and todo # =_—_ 
all the Good he could, and to promote the Intereſts c. 30. 
of Religion and Vertue in the World, may in the 
midſt of many Failings and fnfirmirits, look back 
with Comfort on the Courſe of his former Lite,and 
by the Peace of a Good Conſcience may injoy in- 
ward Satisfaction, under ſuch Pains and Diſtempers,, 
which make Life uneaſte and Death more welcome,. 
as it is a Paſſage to a far better State. And that is 
the next thing. 

(2.) Expettation. It was a forrowfull Expectation 
which Epicurus ſupported himſelf with, when he was 
in the Proſpect of Death ; which was no.more,than: 
that the Subtle Atoms which made up his Soul, would, 
ſoon be ſcatter d and diſperſed, he knew not "a 
and: 
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Heb.-10. hes 3- and: it is 4 fearful thing- tos fall into the*hinids of 


' 3Ts 


may heare \ thi it; hat they 
a deſerved On and that they 
Exp 8x -For, the juſt-and- Hoty- Go, will certainly 
calf them to an Account for alt their Vices and Fol. 


the Living: God; and whar a miſerable Caſe-are thole 


25. in, who. have nothing. to look-for but * Tudyment** and 


Fu Hidbgndvion, : which ſhall conſume the Atverfarin 

Door ning 
- Bur O-rhe- Bleſfed Ep aid] Jeytfall ExpeRacion 
:othas arrends a Spiritual Mind | Elpecially when it is 
"'Enkiver's and Aﬀiſted by the Powerfalt Influences 
-of Divine Grace: For without that, evert Good Mien 
may beliable re-ſome- Dejections and Fears 25-to 2: 
nother World, front the vaſtneſs of che Change, the 
Senſe of their Failinps; the Weakneſs of their Minds, 
and' Miſtruſt of their own Fienels for Heaverr;: bur 
{6 gat is the Goodneſs and Mercy of God cowards 
_ theny char fi incerely - loveand fear him, thar he al- 
ways makes their- afe, though it be nor ſo 
Triumphant. And although the Valley-of the Shadow 
6f-Death\may-ſeern gloomy and uncomfortable at a 
Diſtance; yet whitn- God is: pleaſed to: Condudt- his 
| Servants: «through it; he makes it a ein 
 to-a- Seat of a Glorious Itamortaliry nd Everlaſt 
ANNE" > x 'which God; eps © on 
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